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Wrightington Mossy Lea Primary School is a very small, rural school in West
Lancashire. We currently have 45 children on roll. The children are taught in
mixed age groups. There are currently 27 children in FS/KS1 and 18 children in
KS2. The KS2 children are further split into two classes (Y3/4 and Y5/6) for
Literacy, Numeracy, Key Skills and ICT. There are only 9 children in each class.
Mossy Lea is a very successful, forward and outward thinking school with a
commitment to high standards and high expectations. We have 22% of pupils on
the SEN register. We have a very thorough system of self evaluation which
includes going to great lengths to ensure that we gather the views of
stakeholders. We provide a website with email access and a virtual Learning
Environment to encourage immediate communication. We also ensure there is a
member of staff available morning and night to talk to parents. We consult
children, both in the School Council and in class and record their views. We
actively seek views more formally on a regular basis, for example seeking
parental views after the Reception Induction Process.
We also use the
Lancashire Parental Questionnaire which is analysed thoroughly. A valuable
process for collecting pupil’s views is the Lancashire “Listening to Pupils”, Pupil
Attitude Questionnaire (PAQ) used annually with pupils in Year 4 and Year 6.
As a small school we find the PAQ a very useful tool to benchmark our progress
against other schools. We use the questionnaire every year and use the
information given as part of our self evaluation process. These methods inform
our strategic planning and the findings are reflected in our SEF and our
Performance Management targets. The pupil attitude questionnaire is
administered in small groups to the children in Year Four and Year Six. In 2006
many of our answers were in the upper 5% of the county. We did notice,
however that our children had identified themselves as not being good at writing.

Our parental questionnaire did not identify any parental concerns about writing.
We examined the data further to reveal that the concerns were from children in
Year Four. The Year Six children were all confident that they were good at
writing. Year Four was a particularly small cohort but both girls and one of the
two boys felt that they were not good at writing. In this cohort, three of the four
children were on the SEN register. Looking historically at the data we were sure
that this was not a year on year pattern and could see that we had previously had
100% positive responses from Year Four and Year Six.

We examined our data and found that in KS1 our writing APS was just above
national average at 16.0 in 2006. In KS2 70% of children had obtained L4 or
above with 20% at L5.
We transferred this information into our SEF and our School Development Plan.
The Governors approved them and discussed writing in a meeting.
We felt that the introduction of curriculum targets would support the work we
were doing in school and would enable our KS1 and KS2 children to feel in

control of their learning and so raise confidence. We also put in extra support for
the children on the SEN register and involved our Educational Physiologist to
provide strategies for one child with specific difficulties in Literacy.

We had a change of staffing in KS2 and with an emphasis on using less part time
teachers to enable more continuity and greater links between subject areas. As
a staff we used the AFL self-evaluation grid and set targets for embedding AFL
into our teaching.
There has been a definite increase in children’s confidence and our 2007 PAQ
showed us a more positive picture. Children are still taking home curricular
targets related to writing and parents have indicated in their Parental
Questionnaire that children are aware of what they need to do to improve.
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In our 2007 PAQ we also noticed that our children had identified feeling safe
crossing roads to and from school. This was of great interest to us because our
parents had also identified this in our School Travel Plan survey and our Parental
Questionnaires. The school is situated on a busy main road running from a
motorway roundabout. Our families park in a local restaurant car park and walk
to school. We have a 30mph speed camera situated outside of the school but
the road is very busy.

On closer examination of the survey we realised that it was some of our children
in Year Six who had identified this as an area of concern. Looking historically
through our PAQ results we realised that this had been an area of concern for
children in 2004 also.

The information found in this survey has been fed into our SEF and our School
Development Plan. The Governors have approved the School Development
Plan and discussed the issues at a meeting.

We set up a school action group including the Headteacher, PTFA and the
School Council. We contacted the local council regarding physical changes to the
route to school and the possibility of traffic patrol. We also contacted the Road
Safety Team for advice.
The road safety team recommended the Right Start Child Pedestrian Training
Programme which has now begun in school. The school council are also running
a series of training sessions for the other children in the school. They put
together a PowerPoint presentation and used this to show the children how to
cross the road safely.
We also carried out Lancashire’s Cycle Proficiency
Training for our older children to increase their confidence when cycling.
As a school we feel that these measures have had a positive impact on children’s
attitude to Road Safety. We were interested to discover that the Road Safety
initiatives we have carried out had previously been done in 2004 which may
explain why children have not identified it as an area for concern on the PAQ for
the past two years. Our Self-Evaluation cycle will target Road Safety as an area
for further review later in the year.
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