Activity 6

1. The pupil and a brief description of his/her special educational needs.

For this activity, I will be focusing on one particular pupil with special needs to show how the use of ICT was beneficial to his progress. I will refer to this pupil as DD. 

DD is making slow but steady progress in developing his reading skills.  Spelling accuracy continues to cause him great problems but his efforts are more easily decipherable.  DD is now working towards being more independent in class.  He has had a high level of in class support but as he grows older he prefers this support to be low key and less obviously directed towards himself. He more readily asks for help when it is needed.  DD responds to praise and encouragement.  However, in some lessons he is determined to attract peer attention through inappropriate behaviour.

As some of the targets from the 14+ review and transition plan, he needs to further improve his presentation skills and to develop and maintain confidence, self-esteem and motivation through successful learning and social experiences. Access to information Technology where this will enhance and facilitate learning progress and improve the speed and quality of DD ‘ s written work was also recommended.

2. Pupil’s current use of ICT.

DD has two periods of IT a week (70 minutes each) as part of his normal timetable.  In MFL, we go to the computer room once every two months or sometimes once a month.  DD has a very good knowledge of IT and he often talks about the programmes he uses at home. He is very confident when using the programmes in school and once I have explained how to use the programme, DD will not ask for further assistance regarding the use of the programme.  We have used Excel, Publisher, En Route and Fun with texts.

3. The main benefits to pupil of ICT use.

The main benefit are:

a) self-esteem and confidence: since DD can use the computer very well, he can get on with the work and most of the time, without disrupting the others. The end product is always similar to all other pupil’ work, so DD does not feel as if his work is weaker than anyone else.  Also when we use En Route or when they do a word search, all pupils are on the same level.  This boosts his self-esteem and confidence and it is a good way to motivate him.  In the classroom,  DD is often reluctant to work and to participate, but when we use the computer, he is always willing to work!

b)   presentation of work: DD ‘s work is much neater when he uses the computer.  Normally I have great difficulties to read his writing and his presentation is very poor, but when he uses IT to present his work, it is very good and (he won’t say it but…) I am certain that he feels very good about himself, especially when I put their work on the wall.

c)   Time saving: since DD likes working on the computer, he gets on with it, without chatting and annoying the others.  If he chats, it is normally to show his work to others or to ask questions about the language he must use in the project. He is always very enthusiastic about going to the computer room, probably because he can work independently and use his creativity, which he has a lot of! Also his concentration is much better when he uses IT and he uses the programmes for much longer periods of time than paper-based materials.

d) Coping with heavy writing demands: the projects we have done included inserting pictures, so pupils need to type the text but because they have to insert pictures, it does not seem as if they are typing or writing all the time, even if the end product is a text!

Also the pupil will benefit greatly is all my worksheets are done on the computer instead of using hand-written ones, they can understand the writing better, also with a bigger font size.

e) What issues there were in relation to access to ICT equipment?

We need to book in advance and the timetable for using the computer room is restricted.  I have used the whiteboard in my classroom as well, but there again we have to pre-book all equipment in advance. With this group there were enough computers for everybody, since there are only 13 pupils in the group.

