Introduction to Phonics

At St Leonard’s we decided to make a determined effort to teach quality phonics daily.  We were all working very hard to deliver PiPs but felt that we were spending too long getting things together.  We realised that in order to do this that we would need to:

· Work on a bank of reusable, accessible resources

· Train teaching assistants to deliver phonics.

· Put the children into groups with children of the same phonic ability

· Our first step last year was to build up a bank of objects and picture cards.  We  snaffled a cupboard and put in a basket for each initial letter plus ch, sh and th.  We created a plastic folder for the same in picture cards.  Juniors kindly coloured in all our cards during wet plays and we laminated them.  Baskets were filled with all sorts (loads of McDonalds toys) as we went along.  Each basket and plastic folder has a sheet in which lists the objects in such a way that you can quickly scour for vowel phonemes etc . (Sheet in this info folder – Phonic Picture Cards).

All teaching assistants watched the PiPs video and of course had been part of phonic lessons for some time so were familiar with many of the games.

We assess all key stage one children at half term in the autumn term and place them into one of six groups.  (Phonic Ability Assessment in this folder). Four of the groups are headed by teachers and two of them by pairs of teaching assistants nursery nurse.  Parents are informed of this.  Spellings come from this phonic group (examples here) and are tested on a Monday.

At 9:30 – 9:45 daily children are taught in their phonic group and we each aim to play three games. (Listed on Phonic Games)  At first were concerned about the amount of time children seemed to waste getting to their phonic group location but this does work itself out.  If the games are pacy and enjoyable the children are in a rush to get their groups and are encouraged to hurry back for their Literacy session.

This is our second year and we feel that this has really stretched our children and given our struggling children the support and reinforcement that they need.  In addition to this we have really had to make a concentrated effort to build a lot of sentence level work into our shared reading and writing especially with Year 2 children.  We also set aside time in the afternoon to work on high frequency word work and children have individual target spelling sheets for these words.

You will find here

· The Bingo cards (blow up to coloured A3 and laminate) 

· Silly Questions (Copy onto coloured A4 and laminate) 

· Word lists (we teach cursive style so have written out many flash cards

· Full Circle games

· Some Flash cards
· The phonic coverage timetable is what we used to work on before we started this.  The assessment determined where on the timetable each group starts regardless of the time if year. I  hope that all this information saves you some time and allows you and prevents that mad dash around for resources every literacy lesson. For any of you that haven’t discovered it yet magnetic strip can be bought on a roll (Hobbycraft at Deepdale do it) and is very handy for putting on the back of any cards – particularly onset and rime cards. Please contact me if you think I can help in any way.
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