CHARLES DICKENS

PERSONIFICATION

EXERCISE:

A very popular text to study at Key Stage 3 or 4 is 'The Signalman', a ghost story by Charles Dickens.

Livewire Classics have abridged the story to a readable version to help readers get into the text. The text is quite hard but it is very impressive because Dickens uses personification to make objects seem as if they are responsible for doing the frightening things in the story.

Look at the following quotes.

See if you can identify the examples of personification.

Talk with a partner or makes notes below about how the actions are made more frightening when it seems as if the object has a human will.

'As the engine came out of the tunnel, his back was towards her, and she cut him down.'

What's the effect of calling the engine 'she'?

'The wind wailed through the wires outside.'

What happens when you think the wind is human?

How do you feel?

Is it different to 'The wind made a noise in the wires'?

Look again at the first quotation.

What happens to the reader of you change the 'she' to 'it'.

Does this make the quote less scary? Why?

Make the following phrases more impressive by personifying them.

1. The sun shone on the windows all through the long day. (Try changing the verb shone)

2. The rain fell onto the wet gravestones. (Try personifying the verb fell)

3. The fog was so thick it stuck to him. (Try changing the verb stuck to a human behaviour)

Use the area below to complete the exercise.

Save your work or print a copy.

Return to 'Activity 6' of The Hard Times.
