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English
Key Learning
Unit

Science Fiction Stories

Outcome
Possible
Duration

A science fiction story to entertain an identified audience.

Key
Learning
Reading

Key
Learning
Writing

4-5 weeks.
Regularly listen to whole novels read aloud by the teacher from an increasing range of authors.
Read books and texts that are structured in different ways for a range of purposes.
Explain the meaning of words within the context of the text.
Use prefixes to understand meaning. (Y4).
Check that the book makes sense to them and demonstrate understanding e.g. through discussion, use of reading journals.
Demonstrate active reading strategies e.g. generating questions to refine thinking.
Through close reading of the text, reread and read ahead to locate clues to support understanding.
Summarise main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph and identify key details which support this.
Justify opinions and elaborate by referring to the text (Point + Evidence + Explanation).
Explain the effect on the reader of the author’s choice of language.
Participate in discussions about books that are read to them and those they can read for themselves, building in their own and others’ ideas and challenging
views courteously
 Recommend books to their peers with reasons for choices.

























Use expanded noun phrases to convey complicated information concisely, e.g. carniverous predators with surprisingly weak jaws and teeth.
Link ideas across paragraphs using adverbials for time, place and numbers e.g. Several hours later, on a nearby planet.
Blend action and description within a paragraph.
Investigate verb prefixes e.g. auto-, tele-, anti-, inter-, trans-.
Identify the audience and purpose.
Draw on reading and research.
Use similar writing models.
Select appropriate structure, vocabulary and grammar.
Note and develop ideas.
Think how authors develop characters and settings (in books, films and performances).
Use appropriate intonation and volume.
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Suggested
Texts


















Time Spinner by Roy Apps.
The Fun They Had by Isaac Asimov: available on the Visual Memory website (http://visual-memory.co.uk/daniel/funtheyhad.html ).
The Portal by Andrew Norriss.
Aquila by Andrew Norriss.
Aquila 2 by Andrew Norriss.
Dr Xargle’s book of Earthlets by Jean Willis and Tony Ross.
Blast Off! by Tom Bradman.
Crash Course by Tom Bradman.
Bug Wars by Tom Bradman.
Ice Breaker by Tom Bradman.
Space Pirates and Other Sci-fi Stories by Tony Bradman.
Stanley in Space by Jeff Brown.
George's Secret Key to the Universe by Lucy Hawking.
Film; E.T. – the Extra-Terrestrial (1982)
E.T. the Extra-Terrestrial: the Classic Illustrated Storybook by Kim Smith
George's Secret Key to the Universe by Steven Hawking
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English
Science Fiction Stories – Creative Learning Opportunities and Outcomes
Creating interest

Learning outcomes

 Create interest in the science fiction genre by showing short science fiction film clips or a compilation such as this

 Children will be able to discuss science fiction
features.
 Children will be able to express their ideas
clearly and audibly.
 Children will be able to predict what objects
and events might be like in the future and
discuss their ideas.

YouTube clip https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hbJrqZaB4oI
 Alternatively, share a selection of futuristic or science fiction related images. How might these images depict ‘life in the
future’?
 Consider a ‘wow’ launch of the unit. Perhaps aliens could have visited school and caused chaos in the night! Create a
scene for the children to investigate and encourage other staff members to play along with the scenario.
 Use the jigsaw technique to support and organise discussion as follows:
- First, organise the children into ‘expert’ groups. Present each expert group with a topic area, e.g. food, transport,

school, homes, leisure. Expert groups discuss their topic area and create a two minute presentation on what they
think this might be like in 200 years’ time.

- Next, children move to mixed groups made up of an expert from each topic area. In turn, each ‘expert’ delivers their
two minute presentation.

Reading
Grammar: Warm ups throughout the reading and responding phase – focus on using expanded noun phrases to
convey complicated information concisely, e.g. carnivorous predators with surprisingly weak jaws and teeth. (Ensure to
build on Y4 Key Learning; - use nouns for precision, e.g. burglar rather than man, bungalow rather than house; - explore,
identify and collect noun phrases, e.g. the crumbly cookie with tasty marshmallow pieces).

Reading and responding

 Begin with reading a short science fiction story, e.g. the Fun they Had by Isaac Isimov on the Visual Memory website
http://visual-memory.co.uk/daniel/funtheyhad.html Encourage children to summarise and retell in their own
words using paragraph prompts such as first of all, next, later, eventually, in the end. Model this first.
 Read other short science fiction stories and extracts during shared reading.
 Independently, children read and compare aspects of a selection of science fiction texts, making brief notes in their
reading journals or completing comparison grids. Aspects to be compared might include characters, setting,
chronology/time shifts, technology, transport, dialogue. Enrich this further using images and short film extracts such as
Doctor Who clips available on the BBC website
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006q2x0/clips
 Throughout the shared reading above, use various strategies to explore and develop vocabulary, e.g. semantic
mapping, web of associations, use of thesauruses, shades of meaning cards etc. Use tools such as finger lights to scan
for key/new words and to locate them quickly in the text. Model how the context of the word can often provide clues

Learning outcomes
 Children will be able to use expanded noun
phrases.
 Children will be able to use adverbials for time
in their retelling of short science fiction stories.
 Children will be able to use active reading
strategies to comprehend and respond to
texts.
 Children will be able to use a range of
vocabulary strategies to explore the meaning
of new words.

 Children will be able to use ‘read around the
word’, using the context, to decipher meaning.
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as to its meaning. Show this by initially reading the sentence the word is in and ask; does this give any clues as to what
the word means? Now go back and read the sentence prior to the word appearing. Does this provide any clues? What
about the sentence after the word appears? Does this give any clues? Finally encourage children to reread the whole
section ‘around’ the word.
Link grammar warm-ups on expanded noun phrases which focus on the exploration of vocabulary.
E.g. devise expanded noun phrases in response to science fiction themed pictures or film clips. Start with a simple
noun; alien; add two adjectives; terrified green alien; now add more information using ‘with’ – the terrified green alien
with three eyes and a bulbous nose…
Use rainbow writing; children to move in groups around the classroom, reading, adding and expanding on noun
phrases in response to different science-fiction film clips or images at each station.
Throughout the focus on noun phrases, emphasise the importance of the appropriate choice of adjectives and the fact
that sometimes, ‘less is more’ when writing descriptions.
Discuss and evaluate extracts/novel introductions shared so far. Include a short writing opportunity – write a
persuasive text to convince peers to vote for their favourite choice. Follow with a vote.
 Read and explore the selected novel through shared reading. Complete using additional reading time outside of
the English lesson. Use a reading journal to record ongoing responses to the text as well as other reading based
activities, e.g. KWL grids, mind mapping, writing in role, adding themselves as a character into the story, writing
summaries and making predictions.
Use the close reading strategy to examine closely the evidence within the text. Do this by revealing only a short section
of text at a time – maybe only a sentence – and asking; what do we know? Encourage children to support their
responses with evidence from the text. A useful prompt for them to use initially may be; ‘I can say… because the text
says …’ Repeat with further sections of text, moving on to using Book Talk and tentative language prompts to express
and refine ideas, e.g. ‘I wonder whether…; Maybe…; At first I thought…, but now…’
Following on from the use of tentative language prompts, use a question matrix to generate questions about characters
and events. Use the question words what, where, when, who to ascertain literal information, and how or why combined
with modal verbs to move learners on to higher level inference and deduction. E.g. How might he be feeling? Why
would he choose to do that?
Use KS2 reading domain question prompts to model orally and in writing, responses to texts shared. These are
available on the Lancashire English and Literacy website
http://www.lancsngfl.ac.uk/curriculum/english/index.php?category_id=445
Target specific areas (e.g. vocabulary, literal retrieval, inference etc.) in direct response to group/class need.
Using an unseen short story, gradually reveal the text, perhaps using the screen shade facility on the interactive
whiteboard. Ask the children to identify the genre and explain how they know. Does subsequent information, gained
through the gradual reveal, confirm or alter initial impressions?
Use the think – pair – share approach to develop further understanding of the text. For example, explore the ideas in
‘The Fun They Had’ read at the start of the reading phase, by comparing modern day school with that of the futuristic
school from the text. How accurate was Asimov’s prediction (written in 1951)?

 Children will be able to create expanded noun
phrases, building from a single noun related to
a science fiction stimulus.

 Children will be able to compare texts, identify
similarities and differences, state preferences
and support with reasons.

 Children will be able to use tentative language
to propose and discuss their ideas.
 Children will be able to find evidence from the
text to support their views.
 Children will be able to answer questions in
response to vocabulary, literal and inferential
focuses.
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Children will be able to respond to texts
using point, evidence and explanation orally
and in writing.
 Children will be able to blend action and
description within a paragraph.
 Children will be able to use their knowledge of
prefixes to inform their understanding of word
meanings.

Use the Point, Evidence, Explanation (PEE prompt) structure to support oral and written responses. Model how to gather
more than one piece of evidence, from more than one paragraph, to support their response.



Reading and analysing
Grammar: Warm ups throughout the reading and analysing phase – focus on blending action and description within a
paragraph.
 Focus on vocabulary exploring prefixes and the effect these have on the meanings of words, e.g. cyberman, teleport,
intergalactic, transoceanic, automaton, antibiotic. Prefixes to explore might include the following:










Prefix
Meaning
auto
self
tele
distance/far
anti
against
inter
between
trans
across
cyber
computer based
Collect any useful examples on the working wall for use during the writing phase.
Using the different science fiction texts explored, create a genre toolkit to support the writing phase.
Consider using oral storytelling techniques to learn the build-up section from a chosen science fiction story, e.g.
paragraph beginning ‘At that moment, the boys froze…’ in Pie Corbett’s fiction, ‘Alien Landing’.
Use writer talk to create a toolkit for the build-up section learnt by heart. Ask the question; what effect does the writer
want to have on me, the reader, and how have they achieved this?
Model how to test out the build-up toolkit, using another build-up section written by a different author, e.g. a build-up
paragraph from Aquila or The Portal. What features from our toolkit can we identify? What other features has this
author used that we can add to our build-up toolkit?
Invite children to imitate a similar process, examining other build-up sections, from the same or different authors.
Link grammar warm-ups to the science fiction genre. E.g. in response to watching clips from E.T., start by composing an
action sentence; E.T. emerged from the wardrobe. Now combine with description; E.T. emerged from the wardrobe
wearing a floral hat and oversized sandals.

 Children will be able to discuss features of the
science fiction genre.
 Children will be able to orally retell a model
build-up paragraph from a science-fiction
story.
 Children will be able to create and test out a
writer’s toolkit based on a science-fiction
build-up.
 Children will be able to blend action and
description in response to science fiction
stimulus.
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English
Gathering content
Grammar: Warm ups throughout the gathering content phase – focus on linking ideas across paragraphs using
adverbials for place e.g. on a nearby planet.
Developing setting
- Develop a futuristic setting using images, drawing ideas from reading and film, such as this clip: Pandora from Avatar
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GBGDmin_38E.
- Collaboratively, children map out their ideas on large sheets of paper, or bed sheets using washable markers. Label
objects with nouns and noun phrases.
- Link the location of objects using adverbials for place.
- Display on the working wall and use to support children in paired visualisation exercises e.g. 'You can see…' These
exercises involve the children in oral rehearsal of ideas.
- Design a futuristic gadget to include in the story. Select an appropriate prefix to form part of the name of the gadget,
e.g. cyberwatch, autowriter, teleporter.
- Develop a modern day setting but viewed through the eyes of an alien. What would an alien make of the various
aspects of daily life? This could be stimulated by viewing the clip ‘Invasions’
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k4ExqQTNklk
- Draw on ideas from reading, e.g. Time Spinner by Roy Apps or Dr Xargle’s book of Earthlets by Jean Willis and Tony
Ross. E.g. Earthlets have no fangs at birth (fangs = teeth); for many days they only drink milk through a hole in their
face (hole in their face = mouth). Explore the humour that can be created. Play ‘taboo’ or ‘noun riddles’ describing
an everyday item through the eyes of an alien, but without being able to use certain words. (E.g. describe ‘cup’,
without using the taboo words; drink, liquid, or mouth).
Developing character
 Following the teacher’s modelling, children create a main character, developing ideas about behaviour, speech and
appearance. Use discussion, role play and freeze-frame techniques to explore how the character might act, react and
interact. Record these through short writing opportunities.
 Ideas could be developed with the children working in role as intergalactic agents, freshly returned from an information
gathering mission to Earth. In role as the Senior Intergalactic Agent, the teacher welcomes the children to their
conference and models a description of an animal such as a cow in the style of Dr Xargle. Show images of other animals
or plants such a giraffe, anteater, stinging nettles for children to describe as if through unfamiliar eyes. Develop into
short writing opportunities, e.g. writing their observation notes in role.
Developing plot
 Draw on ideas from reading to create an outline plot structure for the story, e.g. a simplified plot based on Time Spinner

Learning outcomes
 Children will be able to identify, generate and
write adverbials for place.
 Children will be able to draw on ideas from
reading and film to develop settings, character
and/or plot.

 Children will be able to develop
characterisation through action, dialogue and
description.
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by Roy Apps.
Opening
Build up
Problem
Resolution
Ending


Introduce main character.
Establish setting (future, space colony).
Include futuristic gadget.
Main character travels back from the future, to the present day.
Setting description (modern day, described through eyes of the time traveller).
A problem relating to time travel, e.g. how will the main character get back to the future?
The problem is resolved – perhaps using a futuristic gadget.
Reflection - what does the main character learn from their experiences?

Or a simplified plot based on E.T.
Events

Note ideas for own story

Family enjoying a meal / everyday situation
Unexpected noise and lights outside the house seen
by one family member
Spaceship landing and alien visitor appears

Use the build-up toolkit compiled earlier (in the reading
and analysing phase) to aid planning and generating ideas
here.

Alien enters household - family welcome
Alien finds and describes everyday items

Alien has to leave as spaceship is departing
Family and alien farewell
Spaceship leaves

Opportunity here to create and apply a toolkit based on a
setting description, through the eyes of an alien. (See
ideas within ‘Developing Setting’ above).

Children will be able to ‘chunk a plot’ to
create a planner for their own writing
composition.
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Writing

Learning outcomes

 Following the teacher’s model, children create their plan using the outline plot pattern created during the gathering
content phase.
 Use shared writing techniques to model a section at a time with the children. Focus on skills - linking ideas across
paragraphs through effective use of adverbials for place and time; expanded noun phrases and blending action and
description.
 Children follow the modelling each day from the whole class focus and use their own plan to inform writing.
 Use AFL, marking and feedback to adjust shared writing focus daily.
 Model the editing and improving process. Support children in suggesting changes to grammar, vocabulary and
punctuation in order to enhance effects and clarify meaning.

 Children will be able to write a science fiction
story which includes:
- appropriate use of adverbials for place (and
time)
- characters presented through blended
action and description
- expanded noun phrases
- features of the science fiction genre.

Scaffolded Outcome: A science fiction story to entertain an identified audience, e.g. pupils in Year Four.
Independent extended writing outcome:
Cross curricular application

Presentation
 Stories could be shared with children in other classes, published on a website such as Pobble https://www.pobble.com, or made into a class book.
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English
Key Learning
Unit
Outcome
Possible
Duration

Key
Learning
Reading

Information Booklets - Creative Learning Opportunities and Outcomes
 An information booklet which includes more than one non-fiction text type, e.g.
non-chronological report, instructions and explanation (linked to learning opportunities in science).
 2-3 weeks.











Read books and texts that are structured in different ways for a range of purposes.
Check that the book makes sense to them and demonstrate understanding e.g. through discussion, use of reading journals.
Explain the meaning of words within the context of the text.
Demonstrate active reading strategies e.g. generate questions to refine thinking, note thoughts in a reading journal.
Scan for key words and text mark to locate key information.
Summarise main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph and identify key details which support this.
Analyse the conventions of different types of writing, e.g. use of first person in autobiographies and diaries.
Identify how language, structure and presentation contribute to meaning.
Distinguish between statements of fact or opinion within a text.
Use knowledge of root words to understand meanings of words.

 Use devices to build cohesion within a paragraph e.g. firstly, then, presently, subsequently.
 Link ideas across paragraphs using adverbials for place e.g. On the side of the head … and numbers, e.g. Secondly, …
 Identify and use brackets to indicate parenthesis e.g. in formal writing: The cheetah (Acinonyx jubatus) inhabits open grassland in Africa.
 Select the appropriate language and structures.

Key
Learning
Writing

 Use similar writing models.
 Note and develop ideas.
 Draw on reading and research.
 Use organisation and presentational devices e.g. underlining, bullet points, headings.
 Proofread for spelling and punctuation errors.
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English
Key Learning (contd.)

Suggested
Texts

During Reading and Responding Phase:
 Explanation: Story of the Universe from the European Space Agency website http://www.esa.int/esaKIDSen/SEMSZ5WJD1E_OurUniverse_0.html
 Explanation: How do you do a spacewalk? https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/35242594
 Non-chronological report: The Sun, Our Nearest Star from the European Space Agency website
http://www.esa.int/esaKIDSen/SEMIS5WJD1E_OurUniverse_0.html
 Recount: Astronaut Recalls Spacewalk Drowning from the News 24 website https://www.news24.com/Technology/News/Astronaut-recountsspacewalk-drowning-terror-20130821
 Instructions: Making a Gingerbread Spacecraft from the NASA website file:///C:/Users/user/Downloads/313_Edible_Cassini.pdf
 Discussion: India’s First Space Rocket Blasts Off to Mars from the CBBC Newsround website https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/24815541
 Biography: Timothy Peake http://www.esa.int/esaKIDSen/SEMD42DR5GG_LifeinSpace_0.html
 Persuasion: SMASH instant mashed potato advert YouTube clip https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3SAbJjktk7E
 The Story of Astronomy and Space by Louie Stowell and Peter Allen
 How to be a Space Explorer - Lonely Planet Kids by Mark Brake
 Space: a Children’s Encyclopedia (DK books)
 Cool Astronomy – 50 Fantastic Facts by Malcolm Croft
 Playing through the Seasons from the Nature Detectives (Woodland Trust) website http://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/naturedetectives/
During Reading and Analysing Phase;
Leaflets to use;
 Downloadable resources on various planets from http://education.spacecentre.co.uk/information/learning-resources (information)
 http://www.tourismleafletsonline.com/pdfs/national-space-centre-tourism-leaflet.pdf (information and persuasion)

Information Booklets - Creative Learning Opportunities and Outcomes
Creating interest






 Consider a space-related visit to inspire the topic e.g. https://www.spaceport.org.uk/Pages/default.aspx
Share a space related webpage which contains a range of information such as this one from the CBBC Newsround
website – Solar system; facts about the sun https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/14126818
Explore some of the different types of information on this page, linked pages and the embedded videos.
Following reading and viewing, organise the children into small groups to play Just a Minute: one player must talk on a
topic (e.g. space) for one minute without deviation, hesitation or repetition. Another child can challenge if any of these
three rules are broken; if the other group members agree with the challenger, that player takes over the challenge for
the remaining time (unless they are challenged).
Share the writing outcome for the unit, and discuss the required audience.

Learning outcomes
 Children will be able to talk about information
presented in different ways.
 Children will be able to describe the purpose
of different sections of a text.
 Children will be able to demonstrate
understanding of what they have read through
oral presentation.
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Reading
Grammar: Warm ups throughout the reading phase – focus on using identifying and using brackets to indicate
parenthesis e.g. in formal writing: The cheetah (Acinonyx jubatus) inhabits open grassland in Africa.

Reading and responding
Revisiting the Non-fiction Text Types
Through shared reading and independent reading, revisit some of the non-fiction text types:
 Explanation: Story of the Universe from the European Space Agency website
 https://www.esa.int/esaKIDSen/StoryoftheUniverse.html
 Explanation: How do you do a spacewalk?
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/35242594
 Non-chronological report: The Sun, Our Nearest Star from the European Space Agency website
http://www.esa.int/esaKIDSen/SEMIS5WJD1E_OurUniverse_0.html
 Recount: Astronaut Recalls Spacewalk Drowning from the News 24 website
https://www.news24.com/Technology/News/Astronaut-recounts-spacewalk-drowning-terror-20130821
 Instructions: Making a Gingerbread Spacecraft from the NASA website
https://solarsystem.nasa.gov/docs/Gingerbread_Spacecraft.pdf
 Discussion: India’s First Space Rocket Blasts Off to Mars from the CBBC Newsround website
http://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/24815541
 Biography: Timothy Peake
www.esa.int/esaKIDSen/SEMD42DR5GG_LifeinSpace_0.html
 Persuasion: SMASH instant mashed potato advert YouTube clip

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3SAbJjktk7E
 Compare and discuss the different purposes of these texts.
 Explore meaning of words in context: Can you work out the meaning by looking at the sentence? Does the sentence
before or after help to determine meaning? What type of word is it? Does the root word help? Does the word feature in the
glossary? Can you think of another word which would fit in and make sense? What definition(s) does the
dictionary/glossary give? Using the appropriate definition, can you explain what the word means in the context of this
sentence? Begin to compile a class glossary linked to the theme and display on the working wall.
 Encourage the children to check that the text makes sense to them and demonstrate their understanding by giving an
oral or written summary.

Learning outcomes
 Children will be able to identify and use
brackets to indicate parenthesis.
 Children will be able to identify the purposes
of the six non-fiction text types.
 Children will be able to use a range of
approaches to find the meanings of unfamiliar
words and explain these in relation to their
context.
 Children will be able to demonstrate active
reading strategies through generating
questions, contributions to discussion and use
of reading journals.
 Children will be able to identify the intended
audience for a text, giving reasons for their
views.
 Children will be able to distinguish between
different text types within a booklet, stating
the purpose of each.
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 Model active reading strategies by:
-

speaking aloud thoughts whilst reading a short text or extract.
using tentative language, e.g. I wonder whether…; Maybe…; At first I thought…but now I think perhaps…
generating questions to refine thinking.
noting facts in a reading journal.
following the teacher’s model, children engage in activities to practise active reading strategies, e.g. book talk, text
highlighting and annotation and recording thoughts, facts and questions in a reading journal.

 Using extracts, e.g. from Cool Astronomy – 50 Fantastic Facts by Malcolm Croft available on
www.lovereading4kids.co.uk Identify where brackets have been used for parenthesis. E.g. The four giant gas planets
within our Solar System (Jupiter, Saturn, Venus and Neptune) were formed in the cooler outer regions of the Solar
Systerm… Encourage children to scan and identify further examples. Record and display on the working wall.
 Provide children with simple sentences themed around a context with which they are familiar, e.g. school. Model how
to add extra information using brackets. E.g. The uniform at St Mary’s (shirt, tie, trousers/skirt and blazer) can be
purchased from all local stockists. Children follow the modelling to create sentences using brackets to add extra
information linked to familiar contexts and then linked to the context of science fiction.
 Model how to scan to locate key words and information, in response to specific questions. Work on developing
scanning skills by asking children to find specific words or information against the clock and/or against each other.
Start with dates, numbers, proper nouns, italicised or emboldened words – i.e. pieces of information which are easy to
locate quickly;
E.g. Using http://education.spacecentre.co.uk/images/downloads/LearningResources_Pluto.pdf, ask children to
scan for the following; How many icy worlds have been discovered beyond Neptune? In what year, did an international
group of scientists vote that Pluto is really a Kuiper Belt object? How does Pluto orbit?
 Move on to scanning to locate information under paragraph headings.
E.g. Using http://education.spacecentre.co.uk/images/downloads/LearningResources_Jupiter.pdf , ask children to
scan to locate information. Where would you look to find information on the missions Voyager and Galileo? Where
would you look to find one/two/three facts about the Galileo probe?
 Now model how to skim a text to ascertain gist. Skimming refers to the process of reading only the main ideas within a
text to get the general idea of the content. This can be illustrated by revealing to the children a short piece of text and
asking them to read it quickly, e.g. within 15-20 seconds. Children must then turn and tell their partner what they now
know and jot their key facts and phrases down. What key words or phrases have they remembered? Record on flip
chart. Discuss which words carry the most meaning, e.g. it, is, when, for (grammatical function words) versus 60 moons,
Jupiter, whirls, mini Solar System (lexical content words).
 Show the children the same extract as before, this time with only the lexical content words. Compare with the words
they picked out when reading. Now show the extract with only the grammatical function words. Highlight how little
meaning these words carry.

 Children will be able to identify and collect
examples of where brackets have been used
for parenthesis.
 Children will be able to experiment in writing
sentences which include brackets for
parenthesis.
 Children will be able to scan to locate
information quickly.
 Children will be able to skim texts in order to
summarise the main ideas within paragraphs.
 Children will be able to compose responses to
questions linked to reading domains, both
orally and in writing.
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 Return to texts read earlier. Model how to skim and annotate paragraphs for gist, highlighting key words. Children
repeat with other samples of text.
 Apply both scanning and skimming techniques to answer specific questions about the material using the reading
domain question prompts. http://www.lancsngfl.ac.uk/curriculum/english/index.php?category_id=445. Ensure to
scaffold and model first how to use both techniques to initially find, and then compose answers, both orally and in
writing. Link to short writing opportunities.

Reading and analysing
 Support the children in distinguishing between statements of fact or opinion within a text e.g. The museum is open daily
from 10am (fact). Your family will have an amazing time exploring the gardens (opinion). Provide opportunity for
children to highlight texts to identify fact and opinion.
 Use the jigsaw or envoy technique to work in groups and create toolkits of features of each of the non-fiction text
types. Consider reducing the number of text types on which to focus, depending on class ability and target areas.
Provide children with their own miniature versions of toolkits for use within the writing phase and display bigger
versions on the working wall.

 Children will be able to compile toolkits for
focus text types.
 Children will be able to test out the toolkits,
looking for specific features within different
texts.

 Through shared and independent reading, examine further information leaflets and texts which are made up of a
number of different text types. These might include promotional leaflets for places of interest (available from tourist
information offices, motorway service stations etc.) and information booklets such as the booklet 'Playing Through the
Seasons' from the Nature Detectives (Woodland Trust) website
http://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/mediafile/100642125/autumn_booklet.pdf; or the children’s booklet about
recycling from Recycle for Greater Manchester http://upandforward.recycleforgreatermanchester.com/wpcontent/uploads/2014/10/B2-Activity-Booklet.pdf.
 Using the new reading material, test out the toolkits compiled earlier. Which features from the toolkit can you identify?
Are there any other features to add?
 For each booklet or leaflet, identify the intended audience, the different text types included and the purpose of each
section. Children should be asked to justify their responses, e.g. I think this leaflet is aimed at children because…; I think
this section is persuasive because…
 Compare different leaflets and booklets, commenting on the language, structure and presentation and identifying how
these contribute to meaning. Record responses on a comparison grid:

 Children will be able to compare the features
of different information booklets and present
their findings to an audience.
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Text A

Text B

Text C

Intended audience.
Text types included.
Language used, e.g. persuasive, instructional, technical. Give examples.
Structure and layout.
Presentation
Comment on use of images, colour, shaping, font, size and effects used for lettering.
 Following completion of the grid, summarise overall effectiveness of the texts explored and present findings to peers.
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English
Gathering content
Grammar: Warm ups throughout the gathering content phase – focus on identifying and using commas to indicate
parenthesis, e.g. Neptune, the eighth planet from the sun, was named after the Roman god of the sea.
Remind the children of the writing outcome for this unit: using their knowledge and understanding gained through learning
opportunities in science to plan, write and make an information booklet about the solar system and/or space travel. This will
include more than one text type.
 Through modelling, support the children in making decisions about the content and text types to be included in their
booklets. Provide opportunities to share, discuss and refine their ideas.
Conducting Research
 Prepare for, and structure factual research by using a KWL grid or a QUADS grid:
Questions

Answers

Detail

Source

(evidence) from the text

 Gather information through research, revisiting and modelling research skills. Skills might include:
- using alphabetically ordered texts efficiently.
- quickly appraising potentially useful texts.
- locating information in a text in print or on screen confidently and efficiently through using contents, indexes,
sections, headings and IT equivalent.
- sifting through passages for relevant information.
 Refer explicitly to the reading skills of skimming, scanning and close reading as follows:
- skimming to gain an overall sense of text.
- scanning to locate specific information.
- close reading to aid understanding.
 Through modelling, support children to scan for key words and text mark to locate key information.
 Show the children how to use simple abbreviations while note taking, presenting ideas in note form that are effectively
grouped and linked.
Planning
- Drawing on models from the reading phase, children plan their booklet, thinking about purpose and audience in
deciding on layout, language, structure and presentation.

Learning outcomes
 Children will be able to identify and use
commas for parenthesis.
 Children will be able to identify their focus
questions for research.
 Children will be able to use a range of research
skills to gather information to answer their
questions.
 Children will be able to explain the difference
between skimming, scanning and close
reading and use these skills effectively during
the course of their research.
 Children will be able to make notes effectively.
 Children will be able to plan their booklet
taking account of the audience and purpose.

Year 5 Spring 1: Earthlings
Writing

Learning outcomes

Use the plan created. Use shared writing techniques to model a section at a time with the children. Focus on skills –use
commas and brackets to indicate parenthesis appropriately.
 Children follow the modelling each day from the whole class focus and use their own plan to inform writing.
 Use AFL, marking and feedback to adjust shared writing focus daily.
 Show the children how to acknowledge sources in their writing.
 Provide opportunity for children to construct their booklets, making decisions about layout and presentation to engage
and maintain the reader’s interest.
 Support the children to assess the effectiveness of own and others’ writing in relation to audience and purpose and to
suggest changes to grammar, vocabulary and punctuation to enhance effects and clarify meaning.

 Children will be able to write and make an
information booklet which includes:
- commas and bracket for parenthesis
- an awareness of purpose and audience.
 Children will be able to edit and improve
their own writing with regard to audience
and purpose.

Scaffolded Outcome:
Linked to learning opportunities in science, write and create an information booklet about the solar system and/or space travel. This should include more than one non-fiction
text type, e.g. non-chronological report, instructions and explanation.

Independent extended writing outcome:
Cross curricular application:
Presentation
 Booklets could be displayed in a public place such as the school library or local library. Alternatively, they could be shared with children from other classes.
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