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EYFS Profile exemplification
for the level of learning and
development expected
at the end of the EYFS
Communication and language
ELG02 – Understanding
Children follow instructions involving several ideas or actions.
They answer ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions about their experiences
and in response to stories or events.

Exemplification of expected descriptors
This document demonstrates national standards for one of the 17 Early Years Foundation
Stage (EYFS) Profile Early Learning Goals (ELGs). It shows the level of learning and
development expected at the end of the EYFS.
The collection of evidence in this document illustrates the ‘expected’ descriptor. No one piece
of evidence meets the ELG as a standalone item; together they illustrate the pitch and
breadth of a particular ‘expected’ level of learning and development.
This document illustrates how information can be gathered to support EYFS Profile
judgements using a variety of evidence and forms of presentation. However there is no
prescribed method of gathering evidence, nor any expectation that it should be recorded as
shown in this document. The exemplification is not intended to be an exhaustive list for
schools to follow.
The examples in this collection include ‘one off’ observations, samples of children’s work,
photographs and contributions from parents. Many methods of recording a child’s attainment
are not included in this exemplification for practical reasons (for example video recordings).
Practitioners will also build up a significant professional knowledge of each child which will
not be recorded but which must be considered when EYFS Profile judgements are made.
When completing an EYFS Profile, practitioners should make a best-fit judgement for each
ELG. Practitioners must consider the entirety of each ELG, taking an holistic view of the
descriptor in order to create the most accurate picture of the child’s overall embedded
learning. Sections of each descriptor must not been seen in isolation.
Exemplification material should always be viewed in the context of a specific aspect of
learning in order to retain an accurate focus. However, practitioners should be aware that a
child’s learning and development are not compartmentalised. Focussing on one aspect of
learning will shed light on several other related areas.
The information in this document should not be regarded as either exclusive or inclusive of
any child, no matter what their background or family circumstances. It is intended to be used
without bias, preference or discrimination and schools and practitioners must ensure that
they operate within all aspects of the statutory EYFS framework.
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She continued to follow the written clues using her phonic knowledge to sound out common
unfamiliar words until she found Bertie... under the sand pit.
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The game had been introduced the previous week, Luke
chose this game and enjoyed playing an addition game on the
Smartboard today. He had to recognise the number on the
card and then find two dice from a choice of five that added
together to make that number. Luke correctly found two dice
to add together for all of these number cards!

As I was driving to school this morning, Luke and Matilda
began talking to each other about how old they are. Matilda
said, “Luke, I’m 6 years old!” After arguing back and forth
about this for a while Luke said to me, “She’s not 6 is she
mum, because she is younger than me and I’m only 5.
Matilda is only 2 isn’t she mum?”
Luke then went on to explain to Matilda, “when you’re 6,
I’ll be 7, because I’m older than you.”
On hearing this I said to Luke, “if Matilda is 2 and you are 5,
how many years older are you?”
Luke was able to work it out and answered “3”. So I then
asked, “so if you are 3 years older than Matilda, when
Matilda is 6 how old will you be?”
Luke thought for a while, then answered, “I’ll be 9 then won’t
I mum!”
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Tiger mask

2. The hungry
caterpillar
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